
Catherine Beale Cant (3/10/1943 -4/8/2021)  

 

Catherine Beale Cant (nee Yarnall) was born March 10, 1943, in Chattanooga, TN, but 

lived in suburban Maryland throughout childhood. When she was 14, the family moved to 

Key West, Florida, where Catherine attended Key West High School, graduating as 

valedictorian.  She then attended Randolph Macon Women’s College, majoring in 

mathematics, and finished in three years, graduating magna cum laude. She received a 

Woodrow Wilson Fellowship for her master’s degree, which she obtained from the 

University of Connecticut.  Catherine had the unusual ability to explain mathematics so 

clearly that even those who struggled with math could learn from her, and it was the 

classroom that she loved, teaching college math for 40 years. Although she enjoyed 

teaching more than administration, she spent the last 10 years as Department Chair 

because of her extraordinary patience and diplomacy, a role she served until retiring. 

Just before graduation from high school, Catherine met a young naval officer in 

Key West, through a shipmate who was a fellow Episcopalian.  The two enjoyed each 

other’s company - she taught him how to drive his new sports car in rallies and 

gymkhanas - but it was clear that Catherine was going to finish college.  Upon her 

graduation, she and Geoffrey were married June 20, 1964.  By then he had gone into the 

submarine service, so their first home was in the New London, CT area.  Catherine 

completed her master’s degree in mathematics and promptly started teaching.   

Subsequently, Geoffrey was ordered to Washington, D.C. and started at The George 

Washington University Law School, and Geoffrey and Catherine made their new home in 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland.   

Catherine was a 12th-generation descendant of Clement Hill, who did surveying 

work for Lord Baltimore, founder of the Colony of Maryland. Hill was granted title to 

1,000 acres on the west bank of the Patuxent River in Upper Marlboro, MD.  That property 

remained in the family, and Catherine was given a 25-acre tract on which they built their 

home, called Ashcrest. Catherine started teaching math at Prince George’s Community 

College in Largo, MD. Catherine and Geoffrey made their home at Ashcrest for 38 years, 

where they raised their son, Christopher, and daughter Catherine (Katie). 

Catherine and Geoffrey enjoyed vacation trips out west and discovered Sandpoint, 

Idaho, where they ultimately chose to retire for the scenery, recreation, and most of all, 

the wonderful people. Catherine and Geoffrey were happily married for 57 years and 

were active in Sandpoint, particularly in the Episcopal church. Catherine also enjoyed 

singing, both at church and in the Pend Oreille Chorale, and she loved being a 

grandmother. Tragically, she began to show confusion and memory loss due to 

Alzheimer’s, and she passed away on April 8, 2021.  She is survived by her husband, 

Geoffrey, Captain, USNR(Ret), of Sandpoint; their son Chris Cant and his wife Kim 

Compton, of Olney, MD; their daughter Katie and her husband, Chip Peterson, and three 

grandchildren: Charlie (age 15), Will (age 13), and Emily (age 8), all of Ann Arbor, MI.   

She is also survived by her sister Esther Yarnall Hatchett, and several nephews and 

grandnephews. 



A Memorial Service was held at Holy Spirit Episcopal Church, 55 Rocky Point Rd., 

Sandpoint, ID on Saturday, May 22, 2021. Inurnment is anticipated late August in 

Annapolis, MD.  In lieu of flowers, Geoffrey would welcome donations to the Alzheimer’s 

Foundation.   

 


